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(From an Aesop fable)
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This is an old and funny tale. It is set in the days before engines
and shopping malls. A father and his son were travelling with their

#idonkey to the market. They were walking along by its side and a

man pa”‘é%ied them. He said, “You fools, why don't you ride on the
donkey?” e

So the man put the boy on the donkey and they went on their way.
Soon they passed a group of men. They were talking amongst
themselves. They were saying that the young boy was lazy,
making his father walk. So the man ordered his son to get off, and
got on himself.
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They had not gone farfwhen they passed two women. One said to
the other, “That lazy lout should be ashamed of himself. He lets his
poor weak son trudge along.” TIPSR
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The man did not know what to do. Finally, he placed his son in
front of him on the dopkey. By this time they had come to the town.
Passers-by began to j%fér and point at them. The man stopped and
asked why they were laughing at them. “You and your big, fat son
are overjgading that poor weak donkey,” one of them told him.

The man _and his son tried to think what to do. At last, they cut
down a pjole. They tied the donkey to the pole by it feet. Then
they carried the donkey, upside down, on their sHoulders. The
people along the road roPIaLered with laughter ==

They came to Market Bridge where the donkey got one of his feet

#|oose. e Kicked out at the boy. He dropped his end of the pole. In
the struggle, the donkegh;’%ell over the bridge. He was still tied to the
pole and so he was droﬂ%ned.

An old man had been following them. “That will teach you,” he said.

“Try and %Ie§§e everybody and you will please nobody.”
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